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Each Of Us Breathes About 3,000
Gallons of Air Every Day
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CMDL

Climate Monitoring & Diagnostics Laboratory

Ozone & Water Vapor
U.S. Dept. of Commerce / NOAA / OAR / CMDL / OZWV

About CMDL Publications Organization Facilities Related Information Contact Us

Trends of ozone in the troposphere
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Recent Additicns | Contact Us | Print Wersion  Search:
EPA Home = Air & Radiation > Air Quality Planning & Standards = AIRNow > Air Quality Conditicns > Map Archives
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FIGURE 2. Estimated annual prevalence” of asthma — United
States, National Health Interview Survey, 1980-1999
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*Per 1,000 population; age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. population.



FIGURE 4. Estimated annual rate* of emergency department
visits for asthma as the first-listed diagnosis, by region and
year, National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey —
United States, 1992-1999
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FIGURE 1. Geographical regions of the United States” as used
in this report
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AIr Pollution In The USA
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Persons Diagnosed with Asthma, by Age and Sex, 1993
Source (TL20): Maional Health Tnrerview Survey
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GIELNGTOTE B At-Risk Groups

Asthma In New Jersey

2003 Changes
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How is ground level ozone created?

Three things are necessary to create ground level ozone-—volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), oxides of nitrogen tNDx} and sunlight. Cars, power plants,

industrial boilers, refineries, chemical plants and other sources emit VOO and
MO, .. Sunlight "cooks" VOC and NUx" creating ground level ozone.
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Knoxville, TN - A new study released today by the
American Lung Association (ALA) finds that ten cities
in the Southeast rank in the top 25 for worst ozone
pollution. In addition, ten counties in the Southeast
with ozone monitors received a "Failing” grade from
ALA for air quality. The report ranks four Tennessee
cities, two Georgia cities, and three North Carolina
cities in the top 25. Eleven counties in Florida

* 2002 study by ALA



Case Study:
North Carolina




New Study Shows Southeast Cities Worst
in Nation for Air Pollution
Groups Call for Senators to Support
Power Plant Clean Up

The Southeast cities ranking in the top 25 worst
polluted in the U.S5. are as follows:

# 6 Atlanta, Georgia

#8 Knoxville, Tennessee

#13 Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, Morth Carolina
#18 Nashville, Tennessee

#19 Memphis, Tennessee

#21 Birmingham, Alabama

# 21 Greensboro-Winston-Salem-High Point, North
Carolina

# 24 Macon, Georgia

# 24 Chattanooga, Tennessee



Ozone and Your Health

When people think of air pollution affecting human health, they
probably think of southern California or other highly urbanized
areas. But air pollution can be a problem in North Carelina. In
1999, ozone levels reached unhealthy levels at least somewhere in

the state on 68 days -- which means North Carolina ranks fifth
among the 50 states for unhealthy ozone.
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New Study Shows Southeast Cities Worst
in Nation for Air Pollution
Groups Call for Senators to Support
Power Plant Clean Up

The Southeast cities ranking in the top 25 worst
polluted in the U.S5. are as follows:

# 6 Atlanta, Georgia

#8 Knoxville, Tennessee

#13 Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, Morth Carolina
#18 Nashville, Tennessee

#19 Memphis, Tennessee

#21 Birmingham, Alabama

# 21 Greensboro-Winston-Salem-High Point, North
Carolina

# 24 Macon, Georgia

# 24 Chattanooga, Tennessee
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Tennessee Valley Authority

Interactive Map

Reservoirs
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Bear Creak
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Clear Creek
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Douglas
Fontana *
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Great Falls
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Lost Creek
Malon Hil
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Mormmandy
Momis

Mottely
COooes 1
Ocoee 2
Ocoea 3
Pickwick

Fin Cak
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Raccoon hin, *
Redbud
South Holston
Sycamorne
Tallico

Tims Ford
Upper Bear Creak
Watauga
Waits Bar
Wheelar
Wilbur

Wilson
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these sites are open
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sacurty alers.
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Muclear Plants
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Watts Bar
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Doakes Creek do not
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Ozone Standards Pose Health Risks, Scientists Report

WASHINGTON - The air Americans breathe contains more ozone from pollution than the Environmental Protection Agency
estimates, Harvard scientists report. Ozone can cause pain, breathing difficulties, and coughing. It can damage the lungs, EPA

warns on its Web site, and it can also make one susceptible to respiratory infections. Those active outdoors are particularly at risk
for exposure, the agency says.



